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From the desk of the President: 

Greetings to all, hopefully we have seen enough white 

stuff and will be enjoying the rising temperatures and higher sun shortly.  My 
solar panels have been taking a break under about a foot of snow until 
recently; it is time to get them working once again.  Our holiday brunch was a 
success once again.  My thanks go out to the entire board for making sure all 
went smoothly.  The staff at Three Village Inn was all just great.  Dan has 
contracted us again for this year - the Sunday after Thanksgiving, so mark 
your calendars. 

On a few sad notes, our United States Section President, Kevin Gordon, 
passed away suddenly in his sleep a few weeks ago.  Anyone that knew 
Kevin will say he was totally dedicated to the International Police 
Association.  His innovative ideas and tireless efforts have transformed this 
organization over the past three years.  I have known Kevin for about 20 
years.  He served in several capacities on the National Board.  As Treasurer, 
he was the go-to guy for all financial issues.  When Kevin decided to run for 
the top job, our region backed him fully.  Kevin took on all aspects of the 
organization as the President, from membership, to Internet, conference 
planning, training and fellowship.  He will be sorely missed by those he 
worked with and touched.   

Calvin Chow, the 1st VP, will assume duties as the President.  We wish 
him luck and give him our support.  He has a big set of shoes to fill.  Our own 
Tom Powrie (Yonkers, NY) will also move up and his bride, Viola, will come 
out of IPA retirement to assist on membership issues. 

On another sad note, I recently received a call from Tom Heinssen.  He 
has asked me to accept his resignation as our region 1st VP.  Tom has been 
through a few health issues this past year and he felt it was time to step 
aside from us and his Fire Department responsibilities to concentrate on 
getting better.  I am going to miss him as he brought great ideas and a sense 
of humor to the table at our board meetings.  Hopefully, he will recover 
shortly and he has been told there will always be a spot for him (and a glass 
of Dewars), should he wish to return. 

Very shortly our region will embark on a trip to the Azores.  A full 
contingent of 42 travelers from our NY regions, as well as California, Illinois, 
Texas, Florida, South Carolina and Calgary, Canada will spend a week in 
Ponta Delgada.  We look forward to meeting local IPA members during our 
week stay. We also have arranged for several excursions and a festive 
dinner while on this trip. 

We are still working on a location for a spring meeting but have booked 
an "Oktoberfest" dinner at the Black Forest Brewhaus in late September.  
Also, keep an eye out for the annual "Pig Roast" at Mirabelle this summer.   

Until next time, stay safe, be healthy and stay active with us. 
  

Alan Feinstein 

President, Region 15 
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1st  Vice President Report – Pete Falcetta 

 

 

Dear IPA Region 15 Members, 

It is with regret that due to personal reasons, I must resign my 

position as 1
st
 Vice President of IPA Region 15. Thank you to all the 

members who have traveled with us on some great trips, and those who 

supported all the affairs run by the IPA.  

It was a pleasure to work with the Board Members and to serve all of 

you. I will continue to support the IPA and the Board. 

 Look forward to seeing you all at upcoming events. 

          Fraternally, Tom 

A NOTE FROM:  Tom Heinssen, 1st Vice President Emeritus 

Hello everyone. 

Happy Leap Year!!! 

Spring is in the air or to be 

exact, on 3/20/16 at 6:29 A.M. it 

will be here!  St. Patrick’s Day, 

flounder season and baseball 

bring smiles with much 

anticipation.  I’ve heard from 

some snow birds that it was a 

little cool down there this year, 

but by the time you read this, 

winter will be just a memory. 

We saw many of you at the 

Holiday Brunch, which was very 

well attended, at the Three 

Village Inn in Stony Brook. The 

food was great and your 

company and holiday cheer were 

priceless! 

I want to thank our 1
st
 Vice 

President Tom Heinssen for his 

many years of service on the IPA 

Region 15 Board. We will miss 

his dry wit and humor, and wish 

him and his better half, Sue, (ha!) 

continued enjoyment in their 

retirement and all the pleasure 

that their grandchildren bring. 

With Tommy leaving the 

board, I want to take this 

opportunity to invite 

one or two of our 

active duty members 

to come forward 

and join our board.  We can 
always use a new face and fresh 

ideas to make the IPA experience 

better and more enjoyable. 

As chairman of the 

Scholarship Committee I have 

received about a dozen eligible 

scholarship applications so far. I 

encourage all members to have 

their dependents fill out and mail 

their completed applications as 

soon as possible so they can be 

included in our annual 

scholarship drawing which will 

be held at out IPA Region 15 

Spring Meeting. (date & location 

to be announced via e-mail.  

Those without access to e-mail, 

contact a board member). 

We wish all of the members 

that are going on the sold out 

Azores trip, leaving April 1
st
 a 

safe and happy trip making 

memories with their family and 

friends. 

The IPA Board looks forward 

to planning more activities and 

getaways for all of our members 

to enjoy. 

See you at the spring meeting, 

Servo per Amikeco 

         Pete Falcetta,  

         1
st
 Vice President 

 

 

THE TREASURER SAYS…. 

Welcome to 2016.  

This New Year brings a dues 
increase to $30 annually from $25. 
The increase was voted on and it 
passed at the 2015 NDC in San 
Antonio, Texas this past November. 

Speaking of San Antonio, this is 
such a great destination for anyone 
who has never been to 
Texas.  Enjoy the great Riverwalk 
with all its restaurants and bars. The 
Texans sure know how to offer a lot 
of big hospitality. 

The conference was hosted at 
the Hotel Menger which is a great 
historic place to stay. The hotel 
along with its resident ghosts is just 
steps away from the Alamo.  It 
made this a memorable location for 
IPA members who attended, and 
added us proudly to the guest lists 
that included the likes of Teddy 
Roosevelt, General Lee and Grant 
to name a few.  

 Sadly, this conference was also 
the last conference our President, 
Kevin Gordon, will oversee since his 
sudden passing in January. I have 
known Kevin for over a decade. 
Kevin's influence in the IPA can 
never be measured up to anyone 
else.  His contributions and ideas 
were a driving force in bringing this 
organization into this new age of 
policing. He also was a strong 
influence, creating a growing 
interest by younger cops to join IPA. 
Not known to many of us, Kevin was 
a well published author and mentor 
in various police sciences which he 
also taught at several universities in 
his home state of Illinois.  

We look forward to our next big 
event, a trip to the Azores! 

Servo per Amikeco,  

    Mary Anne 
     Treasurer 

NOTE:  NEWSLETTER IN COLOR 

A color version of this newsletter 

can be found on line at the Region 

15’s web site! See page 1 for web 

address. 
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Come on warm weather, we are all looking 

forward to spring. Hope everyone is doing well and had a Happy Valentine’s 
Day.   

SCPD is now in its 56th year of operation. We welcome our new Police 
Commissioner, Timothy Sini and said good bye to Commissioner Ed Weber 
after 43 years of service.   

Although I am happy to move up as 2nd VP, from Sgt-At-Arms, I am sad to 
see our friend Tommy Heinsen resign from the board. We wish you all the best 
and will miss your humor and “to the point” comments at board meetings. 
Tommy used to teach a class on Arson in the police academy back in the day 
and he was as entertaining then as he is now. His answer to a recruits question 
was “cause I said so”. 

Jill and I were on a ten day Royal Caribbean cruise in mid-January to the 
Virgin Islands They went around the storm and gave us all an extra free day on 
the Anthem of the Seas ship.  Two weeks later the same ship decided to try and 
get ahead of that storm. The 125 mph winds and 30 foot waves made the 1,100 
foot long ship get tossed around like S.S. Minnow. The ship had to return to 
port, refund everybody, and made some unhappy cruisers.   We are still going 
to go ahead and have our wedding cruise on the same ship in April 2017!! 

We are all looking forward to the upcoming Azores trip in April.  A big thank 
you to Alan and Maryanne for all the planning and putting the trip together and 
making it happen.   See everybody soon. 

   
Servo per Amikeco        
 Mike Fales 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 

EDITOR’S NOTES:   Charlie Stein 

The following is an editorial entitled - 
“PENSION BURDENS LOOMING“ 
written by Dan Janison that appeared 
in Newsday on February 10, 2016. 

When financial markets crashed more 
than seven years ago, state and local 
employees’ pension funds faced different 
degrees of crisis as their investments 
swooned. As in previous downturns that 
pressured public officials to keep those 
systems afloat using tax revenue thinned by 
the battered economy. 

So it may have felt just a bit like a chilly 
reminder of bad times this week when State 
Comptroller Thomas P. DiNapoli told a 
gathering of New York Conference of Mayors 
that the state’s retirement system would fall 
short of its set 7 percent goal once total returns 
are calculated next month.  

Should everyone be thinking “Here we go 
again”? 

 
 

A FEW WORDS FROM 

THE SECRETARY:   

    Mannie Sorokin 
  

I would like to remind you that 
your Annual Dues are due. If you 
have already paid them, I say 
thank you. If you have not, then 
please get your check book out 
and take care of it now while 
you're thinking about it. I can't 
repeat too often that your dues go 
a long way to support our 
organization.  

Keep in mind the dues, as of 
January 1, 2016; have changed 
from $25.00 to $30.00 annually.  

Thanks to all of you for your 
continued support. 

   MANNIE 

SOME WORDS OF WISDOM 
   from our new 2nd VICE PRESIDENT 

No, DiNapoli, said, “it’s way too soon to 
project” at what rates New York’s local 
governments will need to ante up for pension 
funds. He said there’s no reason to believe 
New York faces a spike in those rates as 
dramatic as the one that occurred in 2009. 

“We are following a number of years of 
positive return, so whether a year of being 
less than 7 percent will have any impact in 
terms of rates going in the opposite 
direction, I don’t know yet” he said. 

And, he added for perspective: “It’s way 
too early to predict the end of the world.” 

The state smooths out the impact of 
annual ups and downs in investments by 
using five-year averages to figure out how 
much in tax revenues will be needed for the 
pension systems. “The past four years’ 
results have been above the 7 percent 
mark”, DiNopli noted. That would help 
cushion any immediate shortfalls.  

Prompted by DiNapoli’s public remarks, 
however, Suffolk Legis. Tom Cilmi (R-
Bayshore) issued a warning statement. 

 
 

“I certainly hope the comptroller doesn’t 
look to local governments for additional 
funding.” Cilmi declared. “Suffolk County has 
already amortized nearly $300 million of prior 
years’ pension obligations. We are being 
crushed under the weight of required 
contributions.” 

“In 2003, Suffolk’s required contribution 
was just $13 million. This year it will exceed 
$250 million,” Climi said. “It’s completely 
unsustainable. Something has to change.” 

The pension burden for local governments 
is long-running. Some note that the state’s 2 
percent tax-hike cap also squeezes expenses. 

DiNapoli said that as for public 
employees, “I think we’ve been very sensitive 
to their needs, I hope we will be able to, at a 
minimum, keep rates stable. But we can’t 
make judgments until the numbers are in.” 

Pension pressures create periodic calls for 
a different, less-expensive retirement system 
for future public employees. Warnings such as 
Cilmi’s could multiply as discussions build and 
final annual figures are tallied. 

Thoughts of the Editor:   

I don’t know how Mr. Cilmi arrived 
at the $250 million figure when the 
comptroller said “We are following a 
number of years of positive returns, 
so whether a year of being less than 7 
percent will have any impact in terms 
of rates going in the opposite 
direction, I don’t know yet” 

[continued on Page 5] 
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Photos taken at the 

2015 IPA NDC held 

 

HANK KLEIN MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

     The deadline for IPA Region 15 Scholarship is MAY 10, 2016.  If 

you have a son, daughter, grandson or granddaughter and you want 

to submit an application for this scholarship, please send it in by this 

date.  Applications were included in the last issue of 

Region 15’s newletter.  When complete, they should 

be mailed to: PETE FALCETTA, Chairman 

        1 Culcross Dr., Rocky Point, NY 11778 

in San Antonio, Texas  

early November  
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Thoughts of the Editor (continued):  

 PENSION BURDENS LOOMING 
article (continued) 

I have also often  
wondered if the  
people, and especially  
Mr. Cilmi constituents  
and Mr. Janison readers, are aware 
that all public pension provisions 
are the result of negotiations and 
that there are two sides of the 
negotiating table. Perhaps both sides 
of that table are not doing the job they 
are getting paid for when agreements 
are reached that cause such weeping 
and gnashing of teeth. I don’t know 
how anyone else feels but I am tired of 
all these articles always seeming to 
make public employees the villains. 
The contracts and their provisions 
were not a one sided decision. 

While we are on the subject of 
pensions here is a little something to 
think about. The following are excerpts 
from a “Retired Police Association 
News- letter” article that appeared in 
the November/December 2015 issue). 

“As of FYE March 31, 2015,” according to 
the NYS Comptroller’s office FOIL 
response, Gov. Cuomo has deferred over 
the last 5 years a massive total of 
$3,248,612,839. The counties, cities, towns 
and villages have deferred, over the last 5 
years $1,285,341.393. “….the grand total is 
$4,533,341,393.” 

These deferments, and any 
additional deferments over the next 5 
years (the present duration of the 
program), were authorized by the New 
York State Pension Contribution 
Stabilization Program. 

How come neither Mr. Cilmi nor 
Mr. Janison mentioned anything about 
this program? I am sure that Mr. 
Cilmi’s constituents and Mr. Janison’s 
readers would wonder, as I did, how 
these municipalities will be able to 
repay the $4.53 BILLION plus 
interest, plus future pension fund 
obligations. 

If it can’t be paid when due how 
can it be paid in the future?  Perhaps 
through a miracle!!! 

   

                       Charlie 
 

A BIT OF HUMOR…..  (submitted by Mannie Sorokin) 
This actually happened to an Englishman in France who was totally 

drunk…….  

A French policeman stops the Englishman's car and asks if he has 

been drinking.  

With great difficulty, the Englishman admits that he has been 

drinking all day, that his daughter got married that morning, and 

that he drank champagne and a few bottles of wine at the 

reception, and many single malt scotches thereafter.  

Quite upset, the policeman proceeds to alcohol-test (breath test) 

the Englishman and verifies that he is indeed totally sloshed.  

He asks the Englishman if he knows why, under     

French Law, he is going to be arrested. The Englishman 

answers with a bit of humor,  

"No sir, I do not! But while we're asking questions, do you realize 

that this is a British car and that my wife is driving . . . . . on the 

other side?" 

 

 

Photos taken 
at our 

IPA REGION 15 
Holiday Brunch on 

November 29, 2015 at 
“Three Village Inn” 
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